Successful surgical repair of tricuspid valve endocarditis.
Surgical treatment of tricuspid valve endocarditis is challenging especially in intravenous drug users. We present a case of a 30-year-old male active drug user with anterior leaflet endocarditis treated successfully with valve repair. This was achieved through excision of the vegetation with part of the leaflet. Bovine pericardium was used to close the defect. The edges were reinforced with Teflon pledgeted polytetrafluoroethylene Gore-Tex neochordae (W.L. Gore & Associates, Flagstaff, AZ, USA). An annuloplasty ring was used to reinforce the whole annulus. Repair was competent and the patient recovered well. This technique is simple and effective and should be considered for similar cases.